
 

  

 

 

    

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

WESTPAC RESCUE CHOPPER EXPANDS ITS SERVICES TO THE 
SUNSHINE COAST 

LIFESAVING patrol services will be significantly boosted on the Sunshine Coast after Westpac announced additional funding for 
Surf Life Saving Queensland (SLSQ) to re-introduce a dedicated rescue helicopter service for the region. The boosted financial 
assistance will allow for SLSQ to operate two helicopters in the south-east from September 18, to coincide with the start of the 
busy summer patrol season. 

SLSQ lifesaving services manager George Hill said the community 
would reap the benefits of the new chopper service. 
 
 “We are extremely grateful to Westpac for the extra funding to 
provide this invaluable service for the region,” he said. 
 
 “As the Sunshine Coast continues to grow and tourism increases, 
we recognise the need to overlap our lifesaving services on the 
beach with aerial surveillance and aerial rescue capabilities, 
especially in remote locations. 
 
“The additional helicopter will be up in the air for 250 patrol hours 
each year and will cover an area from Bribie Island north to Rainbow 
Beach.” 
 
Mr Hill said the boosted service would make for safer beaches 

across the region and continued the long standing partnership between Westpac and SLSQ. 
 
Westpac regional manager for the Sunshine Coast, Jason New said the expansion of services was just another way Westpac 
continued to support the local community. 
 
 “Westpac strongly believes in backing grassroots community work, and we‟re proud to stand by surf lifesavers here on the 
Sunshine Coast,” he said. 
 
“The re-introduction of a helicopter service on the Sunshine Coast further cements our long standing relationship with Surf Life 

Saving and we are proud to help those who give their time so freely to take to the beaches and the skies to watch over us.” 
 
The second helicopter will patrol the Sunshine Coast on weekends during the regular patrol season and other peak periods, and 
will be available to be tasked by other emergency services on request. While the chopper will not be fully operational until 
September, the Westpac Heli-Crew will visit local schools and community groups throughout July and August. 

 

 

 

  

 

VIRGIN BLUE AND SURF LIFE SAVING WORK TOGETHER TO SAVE LIVES 

THE Honorable Peter Lawlor, Queensland Minister for Tourism and Fair Trading, launched an exciting new surf safety initiative at the 
Currumbin Beach Surf Life Saving Club on Wednesday, May 12. 

  



In a joint initiative between Virgin Blue Airlines and Surf Lifesaving, 
the carrier will be the first airline in Australia to take the surf safety 
messages to the skies. From May, a static TV advertisement will 
highlight the 'Swim Between the Red and Yellow Flags' message 
and will be shown using the carrier's in-flight seatback TV screens. 
The initiative will then be stepped up another notch in June when 
the airline will feature a tailor made commercial aimed at 
highlighting the risks associated with swimming at unsupervised 
beaches.  

The 30 second TVC features three representatives from both the 
volunteer and paid ranks of Lifesaving and Lifeguard services that 
visitors to Australian beaches may encounter, and is designed to 
ensure that everyone can easily recognise the safest place to swim 
and who to look for in the event they need advice or assistance.  
  
Virgin Blue will screen the TV commercials as a community 
announcement across its entire domestic network just prior to 
landing, targeting would-be swimmers at world famous beaches all around Australia from Broome to Ballina to Burleigh Heads and Bondi.  It 
will be shown across every single of the airline's approximately 400 daily flights across all destinations, including those that aren't coastal, just 
to act as a reminder.  
  
Watch the new CSA online. 

 

 

  

 

VOLUNTEER PATROL SEASON COMES TO AN END 
 
THE surf lifesaving season in south-east Queensland has drawn to a close, with patrols by 
volunteer lifesavers coming to an end. 

Surf lifesavers have been busy keeping beaches safe on the weekends and public holidays 
since September 19, 2009, but will take a well-earned break before the 2010/2011 season 
resumes on September 18. 

Many regional council lifeguard services will continue to provide a weekday patrol coverage and swimmers are advised to check 
with their local service before the entering the water.  

Full statistics are not yet available for the entire season, but between September 19, 2009 and March 28, 2010, volunteer surf 
lifesavers performed 2,875 rescues, 47,704 preventative actions and assisted 14,727 people who required first-aid (including 
marine stings). 

 

 

CONGRATULATIONS FROM SLSQ 
 
WELL another successful season has concluded. On behalf of Surf Life Saving Queensland, we would like to thank you all for your 
hard work and dedication you have provided over the past 12 months.  

SLSQ recognises the extensive work that our lifesavers have performed, including a focus on extension of services within 
unpatrolled areas and the further development of our lifesaving skills.  

The commitment of our vision to minimise deaths and injuries on Queensland‟s beaches can be reflected by the time dedication 
and lifesaving skills which provide the bathing public with a safe aquatic environment for all to enjoy.  

On behalf of the State Lifesaving Committee we would like to thank you once again and wish you an enjoyable off season and look 
forward to seeing you back on the beaches in September 2010. 

Once again, congratulations on a job well done!  

Kind Regards,  

MARK FIFE, State Lifesaving Officer   
KEVIN DUNN, State Operations Support Officer  

 

NORTH QUEENSLAND STINGER NETS TO BE REMOVED 
 
STINGER-resistant enclosures will be removed from Bowen to Port Douglas over the next fortnight, following approval from Surf 
Life Saving Queensland (SLSQ) and the respective local councils.  

Removal work will begin in the Townsville region on Monday, May 17 and in the Cairns region from Thursday, May 20. All nets 
should be taken away by Thursday, May 27. 

However, SLSQ North Queensland regional manager Peter Roulston has warned beachgoers not to be complacent, saying the 
removal of the nets did not guarantee the complete absence of stingers.  

  

http://www.sbm21.com/c.cfm?l=133890&c=12412363&m=54725&b=536390


“It‟s been more than 14 days since we‟ve picked up any sign of stingers in our drags, and we‟ll keep monitoring the situation for the 
14 days after each net is removed,” he said. 

“We still recommend swimmers to be cautious when entering the water and to only swim between the red and yellow flags, 
because that‟s where they‟ll be able to seek help and advice from lifesavers and lifeguards.  

“We also recommend swimmers continue to wear stinger suits, which minimise the risk of a nasty sting and give people better sun 
protection.” 
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BURLEIGH HEADS MOWBRAY PARK ASSERTS NIPPER DOMINANCE AT STATE TITLES 
 
GOLD Coast powerhouse surf club Burleigh Heads Mowbray Park (BHMP) clinched their 
third consecutive junior state title, winning the 2010 Queensland Junior Surf life Saving 
Championships held at Emu Park from April 16-18.They edged out south-east rival club 
Maroochydoore by 17 points to win the Championships. 

It was the Gold and Sunshine Coast clubs that dominated the final day with Lincoln Dews 
(Maroochydoore) winning gold in both the under-14 ironman and surf board race, Lewis 
Huckstep (BHMP) winning an impressive under-13 male beach sprint, and fellow club-mate 
Liam Ravfield took gold in the under-14 male surf race. Wide Bay Capricorn youngsters also had a share of the medals, with Elliott 
Heads queen of the sand Bianka Dexter taking gold in the under-14 female beach sprint and Thomas Sly (Bundaberg) taking silver 
in the under-14 male beach sprint. 

North Queensland competitors also had a solid final day, with Taylor Jones winning bronze in the under-14 male surf race. The 
junior all age relay was a highlight for spectators on the final day with the gold medal going to Dicky Beach after a close sprint to 
the finish with second place getters Maroochydoore. 

Surf Life Saving Queensland surf sports manager Chris Harris said it was great to see so many medals handed out across all age 
groups. 

“Junior participation is at an all time high and it‟s great to see so many young kids getting out there and having a go,” he said. 

“We‟ve had almost 1300 young athletes from 46 surf clubs compete across all lifesaving disciplines this weekend. 

“These Championships will go down as one of the most successful on record and we‟re grateful to Rockhampton Regional Council 
for helping to stage such an event.” 

 

 

QUEENSLAND DOMINATES AT AUSTRALIAN IRB CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 
THE Queensland Cyclones snagged the top spot in the Interstate Championships at the 2010 
Australian IRB Championships held at Penguin in Tasmania from April 16-18. It all came 
down to the final race of the day with the Queensland team powering home in the IRB relay to 
claim gold and successfully defend their title. The win in the final race saw the Cyclones finish 
on 44 points, only two points clear of Victoria (42) and four points ahead of New South Wales 
(40). 

Queensland team‟s also managed to take out three out of the top six positions in the 
Championships with North Burleigh (39 points) coming in second place behind Victoria‟s Williamstown (52 points). Kurrawa finished 
in third place (24 points) and Bribie Island rounded out the top six (12 points). 
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PELERMAN (U14) JUNIOR LIFESAVER OF THE YEAR 
 
DICKY Beach lifesaver Joseph Kerby was awarded the prestigious Pelerman Junior Lifesaver of the Year (U14) award on April 17, 
2010. The award is designed to recognise a Junior Activities member who has provided outstanding contributions to the Junior 
Activities area for the 2009/2010 season.  

Joseph joined nippers at Dicky Beach SLSC in 2003 as a green cap and he is currently the Junior Club Captain. This season he 
has completed over 50 hours of voluntary patrol service for his club and he wears his uniform with pride.  

Surf Life Saving Queensland would like to congratulate Joseph on his outstanding contribution to the movement during the past 
surf lifesaving season. 

 

2010 PELERMAN LEADERSHIP EXCELLENCE PROGRAM  
 
THE weekend of April 9-11 saw 32 participants, leaders and mentors from across Queensland gather at the APEX Camp Mudjimba 
on the Sunshine Coast for the 2010 State Pelerman Leadership Excellence Program. 

  



The objective of the program was to provide an opportunity for our young members aged 18-25 years to gain knowledge, 
experience and develop skills in a wide range of Surf Life Saving activities in an enjoyable and stimulating environment.  

It provides a structured program to develop participation, confidence and leadership. Many of the participants left the program with 
a different outlook on how they could approach a situation which would hopefully assist them in becoming a future lifesaving leader 
within their club and Surf Life Saving. 

 

North QLD Branch Open Day 
 
THE North Queensland Branch held an Open Day at the Cairns Esplanade Lagoon on Sunday, May 2. 

It was a chance for locals interested in joining the movement to talk to volunteers and lifesavers from across the region, in 
readiness for the dedicated club sign-on days in coming weeks. 

There was a number of activities on the day, such as lifesaving demonstrations, including the NQ‟s Gold Medal winning R&R 
(rescue & resuscitation) team, the Dangerous Marine Creatures trailer, surf sports display‟s and a barbecue provided by Westpac.  

SLSQ North Queensland development officer Jessica Dunnett said the purpose of the Branch Open Day was to showcase the wide 
variety of activities people could get involved in at a surf club, and to promote the club sign-on days. 

 

VOLUNTEER WEEK 
 
NATIONAL Volunteer Week is the largest celebration of volunteers and volunteerism in Australia. The theme for the 2010 National 
Volunteer Week, which is being held from May 10-16 , is ‘Volunteering: Now, more than ever.’ The theme highlights that 
volunteering, now, more than ever, is important to Australian society and the contribution of all volunteers must be recognised.  
 
SLSQ would like to take this opportunity to highlight the role of volunteers in our communities and to say thank you to all members 
who volunteer their time in and around lifesaving clubs across Queensland. 

 For further information visit the Volunteering Australia website.   
 

MEMBER'S SAY 

http://www.sbm21.com/c.cfm?l=133891&c=12412363&m=54725&b=536390


 
This edition we asked our members - How does your club recognise the efforts of its volunteers? 

Megan Chudleigh ï Bowen SLSC 

The first set of Bronze/ SRC members to complete training since our club has been „lifted‟ out of inactivity were 
continually publicised in the local newspaper for their efforts, thanks to the diligence of our club support officer.  
We (I am one of the new bronze members) were given our medals and certificates at a small award ceremony/ 
bbq at our clubhouse. In the near future we hope to hold family fun barbeques, give awards to great patrolling 
members and dedicated persons and acknowledge their efforts in our recently started club newsletter to reward 
and recognise our club members.   

Simon Steinhofer - Emu Park SLSC 

My club has a number of different methods of recognising its members both in competition and lifesaving. The majority of the 
recognition comes through the monthly „Parkie Press‟ where stories and comments about members activities and the clubs 
achievements are shared to the Parkie community. To formally recognise members the club uses the Annual Dinner to 
congratulate high achieving members. However, there are always the forgotten members who work tirelessly behind the scene to 
make Emu Park the club it is today. From the committee, patrolling members to the weekend water safety mums and dads they all 
do their part week in week out with out for the overall benefit of the club. For me though, the best recognition is the slap on the back 
from a fellow parkie telling you a job well done or the beer in the club house with fellow members. 
 
Kate Palmer ï Dicky Beach SLSC 

Dicky beach recognises its members in a number of ways not only at the beginning of the season but during and 
at the end for the annual awards dinner. At the beginning of the season each member received novelties (e.g. 
spray jackets and whistles) for becoming a proficient member and rejoining. The supporters club also provides a 
meal voucher for milestones in patrolling.  

During the season the club puts on monthly BBQs where they award a member for 'Clubbie of the Month'. Also 
any new member who receives their bronze medallion will be presented with it at these events. Dicky beach 
keeps an eye out for opportunities for members to get involved in other projects. E.g. this season 4 members 
who have been identified significant contributors to the club, were given the opportunity to participate in the 
SLSQ training video. Also a number of youth members were chosen to participate in the Channel 9 Surf Safe 

Appeal for 2009.  

Dicky beach also holds an annual live in camp, where U14s gain their Surf Rescue Certificate and U17s complete their bronze 
medallion over a week in the September school holidays. During this week youth members are recognised and given awards for 
male and female camper of the week. Finally the Dicky Beach has an annual presentation dinner where we recognise club 
members in all aspects of surf lifesaving. 

Cameron Bain ï Surfers Paradise SLSC 

At Surfers Paradise we have a very friendly open and warm atmosphere between each and every member. 
Although not always seeing eye to eye, all our members understand that everyone means well and has the best 
interests of the club/beach at heart. This atmosphere has not happened by accident and has taken many years 
to create with many people to thank, and now that you know this, it will help me explain how our rewards system 
has helped shape the club into the strong unit you see today. Our club rewards members simply with a good old 
pat on the back. Material goods do not seem to work in the long run unless these things have pride attached 
(merchandise with club logo's, 'well done' letters from management etc) but ultimately the best thing for 
everyone it seems is a congratulation from their peers, as this gives the feeling of fitting in and will continue to 
strengthen the team. 

Anita Massih ï Kirra SLSC 

I believe Kirra recognise its members in many ways, including providing members with adequate resources such 
as dorm rooms, equipment, training, various programs including YIP‟s and more importantly they provide a 
family atmosphere and encouragement to progress with your lifesaving career.  At the end of the season we 
have our Annual Dinner which is a chance for members to ditch the pluggers for stilettos and boardies for 
suits. We come together and look back on the past year and celebrate our achievements by awarding those who 
have performed outstandingly and to appreciate those who have given their time to make what Kirra what it is 
today. Kirra is a second home to a lot of club members which is largely thanks to the people who make it such a 
great beach to patrol. 

Next edition, as ourStatewide Open Day approaches, we want to know 'What should be done to recruit more active 
patrolling members?'. Send your responses to blofthouse@lifesaving.com.au    
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DATE SET FOR CHANNEL NINE SURF SAFE APPEAL  
  

mailto:blofthouse@lifesaving.com.au


 
IN conjunction with long-time sponsors Channel Nine, we are pleased to announce that 2010 
Channel Nine Surf Safe Appeal dates have been set. Once again, Channel Nine have 
generously extended the appeal into a week-long television campaign which will give us a 
wider reach in appealing for public support and enable us to maintain the number of 
corporate partner opportunities.  

Now encroaching on its seventh year, the Appeal has grown significantly since it was first 
incepted in 2004 and now represents a crucial and indispensable fundraising stream for Surf 
Life Saving across the state. 

Key dates include: 

22 November – 5 December  Doorknock Appeal 
29 November – 5 December  Channel Nine Surf Safe Appeal (televised appeal) 
29 November – 5 December  Street Appeal 

 

 

BOARDIES DAY 2010 - Jump on board! 
 
THERE is nothing more Australian than pulling on a pair of your favourite board shorts. Just 
like there is nothing more Australian than going to the beach! 

To celebrate the start of summer and our beach culture, Surf Life Saving, will be holding its 
national 'Boardies Day' on Friday, 3 December. Boardies Day is a national fundraising event 
coordinated annually by the Surf Life Saving Foundation to raise funds for lifesaving services 
throughout Australia. The concept of Boardies Day is simple… people are encouraged to 
wear their board shorts or beach-themed apparel to work/school and donate to Surf Life 
Saving for the privilege to do so. 

In 2009, almost 1000 schools, retailers, and workplaces and more than 60,000 people across Australia participated in Boardies 
Day raising in excess of $200,000 for their local Surf Life Saving Clubs. This year we hope to double that result and deliver more 
than half a million dollars back to the beach. 
 
Registrations for this year will reopen in August 2010, but if you would like to be added to the Boardies Day mailing list please 
phone 1800 642 925 or email boardiesday@lifesaving.com.au  

 

 

BRUCE LYNTON BALL RAISES THOUSANDS FOR CHARITY 
 
THE 2010 Bruce Lynton Charity Ball was held on Saturday, April17 at RACV Royal Pines 
Resort. 800 guests once again filled the Grand Ballroom for the 10th annual event and 
danced the night away to Australian new wave–rock music band, Mental as Anything and 
music legends, The Black Sorrows. 
 
Although funds raised are still being counted, it is expected that close to $200,000 will be raised for the event‟s four charity 
beneficiaries, one of which was Surf Life Saving. This outstanding result could not have been achieved without the generous 
support of all the event sponsors; the local and interstate businesses who donated auction prizes; and of course the guests who 
attended the night. 
 
The Bruce Lynton Charity Ball has played a vital role in helping Queensland‟s volunteer surf lifesavers and we are sincerely 
thankful for the unwavering support of Bruce Lynton Pty Ltd over the past 10 years. Special thanks to Beric Lynton and his team, as 
well as our generous grand auction donors on the evening, LeisureCom and Warner Village Theme Parks.  

 

 

'JUPITERS SUMMER SURF GIRL' TO BE CROWNED  
 
Final Judging: 19 – 22 May 
Gala Ball: 22 May 

SIXTEEN entrants from across the state will meet at Jupiters Hotel & Casino next week to begin an intensive three days of judging 
before one of them is crowned the 2010 Jupiters Summer Surf Girl at the Jupiters Summer Surf Girl Gala Ball on Saturday, May 22.  

The judging process will highlight each of the girl‟s efforts within their own local areas to not only raise much needed funds for the 
club they represent, but to also raise awareness of Surf Life Saving.  

2009/2010 entrants include: 

Port Douglas SLSC – Rachel Goodman 
Arcadian SLSC – Marissa Cluff 
Picnic Bay SLSC – Sheridan Arthur 
Ayr SLSC – Heather Scott 
Bundaberg SLSC – Steffanie Hoopert 
Marcoola SLSC – Natalie Ward 
Maroochydore SLSC – Emma Douglas 
Met. Caloundra SLSC – Amy Blokkeerus 
Point Lookout SLSC - Louisa Jones 
Southport SLSC – Cher Allen 
Kurrawa SLSC – April Zekulich 
Nobbys Beach SLSC – Blair Burke 
North Burleigh SLSC – Paige Cooper 
Burleigh Heads/Mowbray Park SLSC – Megan Slattery  
Tallebudgera SLSC – Sarah Harvey 
Rainbow Bay SLSC – Mikaela Jackson 

mailto:boardiesday@lifesaving.com.au


We wish all the girls the best of luck and congratulate them on their hard work and dedication over the past twelve months. 
 

WIN... Paradise by the Bay! 
 
Prize Home Lottery 139  

YOU'LL love this magnificent home in Thornlands and the 
fabulous lifestyle it has to offer – three bedrooms, three 
living areas, alfresco entertainment area and a water-
featured swimming pool. Or you could choose to design 
your own prize …your choice of cars, boats, holidays and up 
to $100,000 cashable Gold Bullion. If this is your dream 
make sure you purchase your tickets now. That‟s a total 1st 
prize value of $660,270! 
 
Simply order your tickets by calling 1800 642 999 or to be in 
the draw to WIN an iPhone 3GS, order your tickets online at 
www.surflottery.com.au. 
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WESTPAC CHOPPER VISITS BENOWA STATE HIGH SCHOOL 
 
STUDENTS studying physical education at Benowa State High School on the Gold Coast were treated to a visit by the Westpac 
Lifesaver Rescue Helicopter in March, as part of their course curriculum. Students in PE classes from years 8-12 had been 
studying lifesaving and water safety throughout the semester.  

The helicopter visit also included a surf safety presentation by Surf Life Saving Queensland Lifesaving Development Coordinator, 
Chantel Fife. 

 

RABY BAY NIPPERS 
 
SLSQ conducted a junior lifesaving trial program at Raby Bay during the Easter School 
holidays. The program was held at the Raby Bay foreshore park for two hours each day on 
April 7 and April 8. The program attracted more than 10 kids between the ages of five and 12 
and focused on various surf safety skills.  
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CPR AWARENESS SESSIONS 
 
THE Australian Lifesaving Academy Queensland has partnered with the Brisbane City 
Council (BCC) to provide CPR Awareness sessions in Council libraries. The sessions are 
targeted towards pool owners and aim to introduce people to the basic elements of CPR in an 
effort to reduce the incidence of backyard drownings. The free 90-minute weekly sessions 
began in March and will run in BCC libraries across Brisbane until the end of the year.  

 

 

AUSTRALIAN RAIL GROUP 
 
THE Australian Rail Group, a part of Queensland Rail, is a bulk freight operator which hauls a range of commodities for Australia‟s 
primary industries and mining sectors. The Academy has recently partnered with the group‟s trainers to provide them with the skills 
and resources to teach First Aid and CPR. By partnering with the Academy, the Australian Rail Group is now able to provide their 
staff members with nationally recognised emergency care training which has given the organisation the flexibility to reach 
employees in regional Queensland.  
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2010 CRAZY JOHN'S QUEENSLAND SURF LIFE SAVING GOLF DAY 
  

http://www.sbm21.com/c.cfm?l=122287&c=12412363&m=54725&b=536390


A field of 60 keen golfers and life saving supporters took to the greens at Emerald Lakes 
on the Gold Coast on Friday April 23, for the annual Crazy John‟s Queensland Surf Life 
Saving Golf Day. 

Despite some dismal and wet conditions in the lead up, the skies cleared just in time for 
tee off.  The winners on the day were the Crazy John‟s team made up of Aaron 
Stanborough, Sonya Tawfic, David Johnson and Stuart Clark. Second place went to the 
team from Westpac, followed by LesiureCom Travel Group.  
 
A great day was had by all who attended. Special thanks to naming right‟s sponsor Crazy 
John‟s for their ongoing support. 

 

 

 

  

  

[Top] 

 

  

 

NOOSA SLSC UNVEILS NEW HONOUR BOARD 
 
ON Thursday, April 22, the Noosa Heads Surf Lifesaving Club unveiled a new Veterans Honour Board at the Club.  
 
Surf Life Saving Australia President, Ron Rankin AM was present for the unveiling along with the oldest member from the honour 
board, Mr Phillip Cave, World War 2 veteran and life member. 
The board recognises people who not only served their country in time of war but who gave up their time to serve the community as 
active members of the lifesaving movement. 
 
The new board was constructed with the assistance from the Department of Veterans Affairs to record members of recent conflicts 
that have also become proud members of the club.  
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